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Thousands Race to Indy for NCEA Convention
More than 8,000 delegates are expected to attend the 105th annual National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) Convention and Exposition in Indianapolis, March 25-27, 2008. The National Association of Parish Catechetical Directors (NPCD) Religious Education Convocation runs concurrently. This year’s theme, “Crossroads: Where Challenge Meets Opportunity,” depicts Catholic education at a crossroads and that the convention is being held, appropriately, at the “Crossroads of the Nation.” This is the first meeting in Indianapolis in the 105-year history of the NCEA.
Open to anyone working in or interested in Catholic education and faith formation, the convention will provide opportunities for clergy, administrators, religious educators, teachers, board/commission members, parents, college students and others to attend over 400 workshop sessions and to visit some 500 educational exhibits at the Indiana Convention Center. 
Most Rev. Daniel E. Pilarcyzk, Archbishop of Cincinnati, will con-celebrate the opening mass on Tuesday, March 25, with the Most Rev. Donald W. Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, D.C. and chairman of the NCEA Board of Directors as well as many other clergy from across the nation.
The Most Rev. Blase Cupich, Bishop of Rapid City, SD, will address the first general session Wednesday, March 26. Thursday’s keynote will feature, Daniel Pink, author of Free Agent Nation and A Whole New Mind: Why Right-Brainers Will Rule the Future. 

Several people and programs from the archdiocese will receive national awards. Annette “Mickey” Lentz, Executive Director of Catholic Education and Faith Formation for the archdiocese will receive the F. Sadlier Dinger Award from William H Sadlier, Inc. for her outstanding efforts in Catholic education.

Most Rev. Daniel Buechlein, OSB; Jim and Jackie Morris; St. Mary School, North Vernon; St. Joan of Arc Parish, Indianapolis; and the Guardian Angels Guild of Indianapolis, will all receive Sadlier’s Catholic Identity Award. The award affirms faith-filled work that effectively demonstrates our identity as a Catholic people.
Jo Hoy, Principal of Cardinal Ritter High School, Indianapolis, will receive the NCEA Distinguished Secondary Principals’ Award; and Susan McGregor, science teacher at St. Simon the Apostle School, Indianapolis, will receive the Distinguished Teacher Award from NCEA. One longtime religious educator, Ann Northam, of St. Augustine and Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Parishes in Jeffersonville, will receive the Mustard Seed Award for excellence in faith formation from NPCD.
Two local lay governance bodies will also be honored with awards from NCEA: the School Commission at St. Luke Parish, Indianapolis will be honored as an Outstanding Elementary Board and the Board of Directors of Our Lady of Providence High School in Clarksville will be honored as an Outstanding Secondary Board.

Jesuit Fr. William Leahy, President of Boston College will receive the C. Albert Koob Award for extraordinary contributions on the national level. The Catherine E. McNamee Award for promoting a vision of Catholic education that serves cultural and economic diversity will go to Sister of Notre Dame, Sharon Slear, of Notre Dame College, Maryland. Oblate of St. Francis, Fr. William Davis, will receive the Msgr. John F. Meyers Award for support of Catholic Education during his long tenure with the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops; and, Timothy Luckhaupt, Director of the Catholic Conference of Ohio, will receive the Leonard F. DeFiore Award for promoting parental choice in education.

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis, host for the convention, has declared this a “green convention”. Conventioneers will receive a hospitality bag containing various materials to help them become more environmentally aware. Recycling, printing materials on recycled paper and other “green” practices will be emphasized throughout the convention.

Many local events are planned for the convention week, co-sponsored by the archdiocese and various partner co-sponsors. 

Monday, March 24, up to 50 delegates may travel to St. Mary-of-the-Woods College, the home of St. Theodora Guerin, Indiana’s first saint, canonized by Pope Benedict XVI in 2006. Tours of historic St. John the Evangelist Church downtown will also be available Monday afternoon. 

On Tuesday, March 25, a reception will be held for up to 500 guests at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway sponsored by Catapult Learning and the archdiocese, and a Sacred Sounds Concert will be held at St. John’s, featuring the musical talents of archdiocesan students. 

Wednesday, March 26, will be Health Day. Delegates will be able to “travel” through a model heart and learn how to be more heart-healthy courtesy of St. Vincent and St. Francis Hospitals of Indianapolis. Free health screenings will be offered, educational materials for students and teachers will be distributed, and participants will also be invited to donate blood for the Indiana Blood Center. The goal is to collect 300 units of blood, so everyone is encouraged to participate in this event. 

Wednesday will also feature a tour of Roncalli High School for 40 delegates and a free “Teachers’ Night Out” at the Marriott Hotel Ballroom with music and dancing sponsored by QSP/Reader’s Digest in cooperation with the archdiocese. 

Thursday, March 26, is College Day and features a special “Catechists’ Track” of sessions for religious educators. College students and volunteer parish religious educators may attend all sessions, including the special offerings for catechists for only $25 (registered in advance). A luncheon will also be held for members of the college community to meet with principals of Catholic schools, to look at Catholic education, grades P-16, and the areas where collaboration would benefit all. A reception for 300 will be held Thursday evening at the Indianapolis Museum of Art sponsored by eleven colleges and universities in the region. 

On Friday, March 28, following the convention, a special symposium on urban education models will be held at the Convention Center. 
Details for all local events can be found at www.archindy.org/ncea or at the local hospitality booth at the convention.
Hoosier hospitality will be at the forefront of this convention. Each delegate will receive a personal welcome letter from a student in the archdiocese. The Archdiocese of Indianapolis will provide nearly 1500 convention volunteers.

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis has 151 parishes serving over 230,000 Catholics; 60 elementary schools and 11 high schools educating over 23,000 students in Catholic schools and serves some 17,000 additional public school students in parish religious education programs in 39 counties of southern and central Indiana. Archdiocesan Catholic schools have distinguished themselves by earning 31 national Blue Ribbons from the U.S. Department of Education – 22 in just the last five years under the No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon Program – more than any other diocese.
NCEA is the largest private, professional education association in the world representing more than 200,000 educators serving 7.6 million students at all levels of Catholic education – preschool through college. Visit the national website at www.ncea.org or the local convention website at www.archindy.org/ncea/press.html .
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